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December 2012
Message from
Outgoing Commodore
Allen Shearn

It has been my privilege to serve as your Commodore
this past year. As a relatively new member of the
South Port community, I was honored that you trusted
me to lead our club. I represented us at a number of
functions at different clubs in the region and am proud
to say that we have an outstanding reputation among
other sailors.
It was a pleasure to work with the other members of
our executive and with our committee chairs. We are
fortunate that these members are willing to devote
their time and talent to keeping South Port vital, along
with the many members who support and volunteer in
the many events and tasks around the club.
We have had some challenges this year. One of the
challenges is financial. Many of us thought, that
after we paid off the mortgage, our financial situation
would be pretty good. However, the continuing need to
dredge annually has caused up to spend more than
our annual income. We were presented with an
opportunity earlier in the year to relieve some of the
financial issues, by leasing our property to Rogers for
the construction of a cell tower. This issue was
thoroughly discussed and in the end was rejected by
the membership. The overwhelming majority of our
members said that they would rather pay increased
fees than have such a tower on our property. Our
financial challenges have not disappeared, so we do
need to substantially increase fees. We need a new
roof on our clubhouse and we need to do dredging.
Our Treasurer, Bill Frank, has run the numbers and
determined that we need to increase our income by
about 30%. He proposed a new fee structure that the
executive board discussed, amended and then
approved. None of us are happy to pay increased fees,
but it is essential for us to remain solvent.
I look forward to one more year on the executive and
ask members to support our incoming Commodore
Frank Edgley, during what will be another challenging
year with water levels in question this spring. Peggy
and I wish all Members and their families a safe and
Happy Holiday Season.
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Message from
Incoming Commodore
Frank Edgley

One of my earliest memories was when I was about a year old.
My mother took me to England to show me off to her father and
brothers and sisters. My uncle, Sam, (yes, that was his name)
had been ship’s engineer on a Royal Navy destroyer during
WWII, and later for the Merchant Marine. When my mother
brought me around to his apartment, I remember he had a
sailboat on his mantle, and I remember reaching for it. It must
have made an impression on me, because there’s not much
that I recall from those early years. But, I remember that ! Maybe,
that’s what put the idea of sailing into my mind all my life.
When I bought my first serious sailboat from South Port member, Dick Poultney, back in 1976, I think it was Duncan Hind who
suggested I join the club. Shortly after buying the boat from
Dick, I was asked to remove my Shark from the club premises
while my membership was under consideration. South Port had
quite a waiting list in those days. I had a great seven or eight
years with the club, learning how to sail from the likes of John
Green, and others during those years. Finances and other
pressures forced me to leave until 1992, when I rejoined, and
had the privilege of experiencing “initiation” all over again.
The thought that I would, one day, be Commodore never
entered my mind, and I am quite humbled to join the ranks of
those past commodores whose pictures hang on the wall of our
clubhouse. Since I have been a member of this executive, I have
had the experience of watching and learning from the talented
flag officers who have preceded me as Commodore. Jim Halpin
showed me his leadership style during executive meetings
when he was Commodore. Whenever I suggested something
which may have not been too wise, there was a sharp, “No,
we’re not doing that!” from Jim, and the idea was immediately
dropped. Allen showed me his style, by never getting flustered,
and has always remained calm, even in trying situations. I have
a lot to live up to with these two preceding me as Commodore
...leadership and levelheadedness.
We have experienced challenges due to falling water levels
this past year, and will probably continue to do so over the
next year and perhaps beyond that. I would ask that we all
pull together to continue to have a successful club. This year,
we will celebrate fifty years as a club. From very humble
beginnings with Y-Flyers on the beach, we have built this club
into something to be proud of.
Let’s start off the next fifty years with
determination and enthusiasm!

SPSC Fall Furl Awards Banquet, November 10, 2012
St. Clair Centre for the Arts

We think
Ann Ramey
& Margaret
Entwistle
may have a
future in
Celtic
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From Social Chair, Sue Balfe
Although the attendance was lighter than in past
years, with several members having other commitments , we think all who attended the Fall furl
had a good time. Thank you to Brad Roy for presenting the club awards, and to Matt Draisey who
made sure the trophies and flags arrived at the
venue ! Thank you to Erica and Jackie for the
slide show, Frank Edgley, Carolin and company
for the musical cheer and Celtic dance instruction, and the good sports who participated . See
you all next year !

Meet our 2013 Head Sailing
School Instructor,
RJ Robbins

After 5 years as Head Sailing School Instructor, Darcy
Fuller is turning over the helm to RJ Robbins. RJ’s
sailing career has all taken place at South Port Sailing
Club, up to his Silver Sail 6. He has sailed 3 Cork
Regattas, crews for Wes Arthur on his Wavelength 24,
owns a Thistle and is an active promoter of Tuesday
Night Dinghy Racing at the club. Not only is RJ an avid
sailor, he is also a windsurfer !
We welcome him as a Junior Member of South Port, and
wish him all the best in the upcoming season.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank
Darcy for his dedication to the Junior Sailing
programme over the past 5 years. Job well done;
the kids will miss you.
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Amelia Dolsen, daughter of family members, Mark &
Margo was the first recipient of the Fauvette Award
donated by South Port member, Roger Renaud. It was
presented at this year’s Fall Furl. The plaque will be
awarded annually to the ’Junior Sailor of The Year’
Amelia is in the CanSail 5 program for racing. She got
into Tuesday night laser racing this season and will
likely begin her single handed sailing career across the
province next season, attending developmental Series
Regattas, joining the rest of the competitive sailors at

South Port Regalia available for Xmas
New caps available in black, navy, cream,
and white with SPSC Logo $10.00 each
Polos, windshirts, ladies sweatshirts, license
plate holders, badges, duffle bags and totes can
be seen in the showcase along with pricing.

Please contact Jackie by
December 15th for pick up of
items at the club.

The calendar is also displayed on our Web site. For details on each entry,
please click on the calendar on our site at www.southportsailingclub.com
(the links are not active in Soundings but details are included in the newsletter)

Clubhouse Duties

White
D&L

Executive
Meeting

Cards
Nite

Vanderbeck
& Brixa

If you had not completed your
2012 work hours by the end of
October (club yr end) time is
extended to the end of
December 2012.
If you had clubhouse duties in
November or are scheduled for
December and had worked your
total hours for the year, they are
considered 2013 work hours.
Please fill out the sheet in the
binder on the kitchen counter,
and mark your total actual work
hours in the lower right corner.
Thank you !

Crowe
D&L

If you are unable to attend
please contact Jackie by email
or telephone.

S White
& Verkaik

Contact info below
Outside Washrooms are locked
for the winter months

C Eagen &
P Domney

Notice to members
During the winter months if the
main room is used for any
reason and you turn up the
heat, please remember to turn
the thermostat back to 15 when
you leave. Thank you

Howarth
D&E

Executive

Cards
Nite

Meeting

Soundings is the
newsletter of The South Port
Sailing Club
210 Brighton Rd.
Tecumseh, ON N8N 2L3
519-979-7772

Langlois
E&E

www.southportsailingclub.com

Editor: Jackie Timothy
Ginham
J&M

Noakes
B
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Cards
Nite

Please send your
contributions for the
February issue by
January 24th. to
Jackie at
robtim@cogeco.ca
or call 519-971-9699

Cards Nite
Dec. 8
Jan. 12 & 26
7:30 pm

Save the date for this years annual Sail A Bration

The 50th Anniversary Celebration
South Port Sailing Club
June 2, 2013
This will be a golden day !

Clubhouse Duties February and March 2013

From Darcy Fuller, Head Sailing School Instructor and owner of Cheers
Cheers had a fun season this past year placing 6th overall after competing in six CSCA
Counter Regattas. With the help of Alex Baker, Kristyn Hope and mike Weber as crew
this season, we reached some of our team goals. One of the main goals was to place in
one weekend counter regatta, and we succeeded in doing this in two events. A disappointing World Championships was not on the forecast. Our team had great momentum
going into the Kingston venue, but we struggled with consistency throughout the week.
We ended the event near the top of a large learning curve, and left the regatta with
strong confidence in our heavy air boat handling skills.
The President of the shark class came up to me at the end of the season thanking us for
a fantastic event held at SPSC during the summer. I am pleased to announce that we
will be hosting another counter regatta in 2013 for the shark class season, likely mid to
late August. Dates are still being hashed out at this point.
The shark class is as strong as ever in Ontario and Quebec with new clubs starting up
fleets it seems every season. Sharks are still the most popular, inexpensive one design
keelboat fleet available in our area, and will remain this way for the coming future.

5th Annual SPSC vs Windsor Yacht Club Hockey Game
December 22, 2012
Game Time : 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Windsor Family Credit Union Centre in ‘The Bowl’
Cash bar following game at Windsor Yacht Club
2011 SPSC Team
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Summary of AGM November 27, 2012
-37 Members attended. Meeting called to order 7:00 pm. Minutes of 2011 AGM accepted and carried.
-No financial audit report available at this time. Will be available and presented in February at Members meeting.
Treasurers report (Bill Frank) 2012 revenues were reported. Higher than past year because of successful efforts in collecting
arrears owing to the club, as well as new member initiation fees. The current bank balance is low, and again we will need
to go into our line of credit for the next 3 months to run the club until our 2013 revenue stream begins. Based on this
information and the ongoing water depth issues, the Treasurer recommended to the board and received approval for an
increase in all fees in 2013 except for initiation fees.
Harbour Master (Wesley Arthur) In 2012 repairs were made to the small boat hoist, dredging the channel was scheduled for
April but did not begin until after launch. May and June we cannot dredge but ERCA allowed us to spot dredge in some
areas. $20,000.00 was spent in the harbour and $10,000.00 in the lake with assistance from our Pike Creek neighbours. Early
haul-out took place with all clubs in the area due to low water levels. We are currently exploring other options for 2013 with
dredging and mooring.
Property (Tim Aseltine) There were 3 work parties and interior and property clean up was carried out. Purchases included
a flat screen TV, security camera, stove, microwave, freezer and new pump on the honey wagon. In 2013 a new riding lawnmower is needed, work on the gin pole dock area, and a new roof. Tim thanked his committee for their efforts.
Racing (Brad Roy) 14 PHRF boats competed for the club championship. The Monday nite Jog series remains quite popular
with 30 boats on the score sheet in 2012. Women’s Challenge held steady at 11 boats competing. The club hosted the Shark
Western Championship this year, the Ontario Sailing Regional Championship and SPSC Invitational, all on 3
consecutive weekends. A big thank you to all the volunteers. Regatta participation was disappointing again this season with
only 13 out of 22 South Port boats entering the open series, 11 out of 18 for the Invitational and 12 out of 23 for
Harvest moon. Only 11 boats competed in the Harvest Moon. We hope the members will try to get out next season.
Junior Sailing (Bob Fuller) The Sailing School had another successful season. The School offered 4 CYA certified Youth
sessions and 115 sailors were instructed. Numbers were up from 2011. Assistance was again received from HRDC and
Youth Services. The Adult program shows some growth and additional programes may be offered the upcoming year.
Tuesday nite Dinghy racing also saw another successful season. The shark fleet has been upgraded, and hopes to
purchase 2 or 3 420’s for the upcoming year.
Social (Sue Balfe) A thank you to all members who assisted with this years events. All events were well attended other than
the Poker Run that was cancelled due to lack of participation.
Cruising (Greg Schlosser) Anywhere from 2 to 8 boats attended the 6 cruises that took place in 2012. Thanks were given to
members who took lead on each event. A pot luck will be planned in the new year to set up for this season.
Membership (Erica Krygsman) Changes were as follows: 4 new Family members, 1 new Associate, 1 new Junior and 1 new
Intermediate. 5 Family members changed status. 3 to Senior and 2 to Non resident. 2 Family members were dismissed. Total
Membership for 2012 : Family 83 - Junior 4 - Associate - 5 Senior - 25 Life - 7 Non Resident - 4 Intermediate - 1
TOTAL: 129 Members
Communications (Vice Commodore Edgley) The following committee members carried out duties as follows: Jackie &
Wayne Hind, clubhouse duties - Jackie, Soundings - Paul Ramey, members emails - Ryan Masse, overall Website - Matt
Draisey, Race events on site - Jackie, Club events on site and Jackie & Brenda will continue with the Roster and request
any updates be forwarded before February for the 2013 issue.
Nominating Committee (Doris Hellenbart, Paul Ramey, Commodore Shearn and Lee Anne Doyle) The 2013 Executive were
proposed by Paul Ramey, accepted and are as follows:
Commodore
Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore
Sailing School
Social Chair
Cruise Chair
Race Chair
Property Chair
Harbour Master
Secretary
Past Commodore

Frank Edgley
Erica Krygsman
Ann Ramey
Bob Fuller
Thom Rolfe
Greg Schlosser
Brad Roy
Tim Aseltine
Wesley Arthur
Gord Richardson
Allen Shearn

Commodore (Allen Shearn)
Final remarks from the Commodore included a thank you to all flag officers and committee chairs, and to Members who
continue to keep the club operating. Full remarks are available on page one of this issue. Flowers and gifts were presented
to Brenda Petro our secretary of 13 years who is retiring from her position with the club. There was discussion on the
outlook for the 2013 season, and members were assured they will be kept up to date. Flags were passed and the meeting
adjourned at 8:46 pm.
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Passing of the Flags AGM
November 27, 2012
Commodore Shearn
passes his flag to our 2013
Commodore, Frank Edgley
along with the famous sail
past wine net used at
Sail A Bration !

Vice Commodore Edgley
passes his flag to our 2013
Vice Commodore, Erica
Krygsman.

Rear Commodore
Krygsman passing her
flag to our 2013 Rear
Commodore, Ann Ramey

Brenda Petro passing her
secretary’s flag to our 2013
Secretary, Gord Richardson

Thank you Brenda for 13 years as Secretary at SPSC. Enjoy not
only your retirement from work, but from your position at the club !!
Shopping, Skiing, Golfing & Cruising ?
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MEN’S CHRISTMAS
DINNER

MAINSTAYS CHRISTMAS DINNER
December 3rd Lilly Kazzilys

December 3rd at SPSC

24 Ladies enjoyed dinner and a gift exchange.
$125.00 was donated to this years charity
‘Windsor Youth Centre’

22 gentlemen attended and
enjoyed a delicious
catered meal!

Thank you to Sue Bufton & Margaret Entwistle
for arranging the dinner.

Thank you to Wayne Hind
who set up the event.
Photo in center is Wayne
holding his 1st place Rum
Award for Monday
nite racing.

Congratulations Matt!
Former member Matt Baker, son
of Bill & Lynn married Mamata
Akella in a traditional Hindu
ceremony in Livermore California
on October 27, 2012.
The couple are currently living in
Denver, Colorado.

Volunteers requested for 2013
Please contact the Property Chair, Tim Aseltine if you have
an interest in overseeing the supply room for the upcoming
season. Details of suppliers and ordering procedures will
be provided. Thank you Ken Tyson for your past service in
this position.
Assistance is need with the flower beds next season. Jackie
has agreed to oversee them but needs help. Thank you
Dennis & Karen for your past service in this position.
Roster Changes
Joe & Brenda Davidson : email change
dynamodesigns@hotmail.com
Add Ann Ramey: annramey@cogeco.ca
Bob Fuller email change:
bfuller@bellnet.ca
Resignations:
Ken Tyson
Dennis Rivet/Karen Lepack
Noel & Deborah Brockman
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Wishing all Members and
their families a safe and
Happy Holiday and a
Prosperous New Year !

Seminars begin January 9th thru March 27th Full details
available on the DRYA website DRYA.org

