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Message from the Commodore
Frank Edgley
Here it is, the beginning of April. Our
thoughts, if they have not already done
so have turned to readying our boats for
the water...putting on a new coat of bottom
paint, polishing the topsides, and making those repairs
we meant to do last fall. It used to be a time I anticipated, not for the work..I would much rather sail that
work on my boat. No, it wasn’t for the work, but for the
time I would spend talking to whatever member happened to be there working on their boats..What are you
doing? Are you going on any cruises this season? Did
you get any new sails? Who do have for crew this year?
I say it used to be a time I anticipated, because ever
since I have had the thirty footer, I have kept my boat
elsewhere. Getting the boat ready has been more of a
chore and less fun than it used to be these last few
years. Hopefully this will not be the case in the future,
and some solution will be worked out.
Anyway, back to Launch day. I hope that everyone who
has their boat at SPSC will watch the weather and be
out there getting their boat ready. This includes more
than ever before, getting masts sorted out before
Launch day. With approximately 1/2 the boats going
elsewhere, and our limited dredging budget, it will be
necessary to get our masts up as soon as we are in the
water. This way boats that are leaving can proceed to
their destinations.
I expect the kitchen crew will be on as in the past, and
during the day everyone will pitch in and help. I’ve been
watching the ice at my place near Lighthouse Cove and
it is rapidly disappearing. I could almost imagine myself
out there sailing, and can’t wait for the weather to warm
up sufficiently for me to get started.
Thank you to everyone who came out to the General
Members Meeting the 19th. Presentations were made by
members of the Executive about our plans for the new
year, not least of which was made by Allen Shearn
about plans for the 50th Anniversary Celebration.
I would be remiss if I were not to mention Wayne Hind is
retiring from his position, and all his hard work over
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many years, keeping the record of work hours and
scheduling the clubhouse duty roster. Although
this may be considered a low profile position, it
is absolutely essential for our club to function
smoothly. I know I speak for all of us when I say
“Thank you Wayne”
I would also like to mention the sad loss of one of
our founding members, John Green who passed
away in March in his 89th year. John was unselfish
with his considerable sailing knowledge. He would
organize warm up sessions for new Shark sailors,
myself included, helping them get their boats up to
speed. John was one of the stalwarts when I first
joined the club in 1976, and someone I have always
looked up to. I think I may have taken him on his last
sail about 5 years ago. John was still driving but had
trouble walking. It was difficult to get him into my
Mirage 27 by myself, and even harder to get him off
after our sail, but John had the tiller the whole time,
and you could see in his eyes the love he had for
sailing. I know we didn’t see much of John the last
few years, but somehow the world seems diminished
without him.

Launch Day 2013
Saturday May 4th.
To those members moving to Belle River
Marina for the season, please hail the marina
on channel 68 prior to entry. This channel is
monitored, and the Harbour Master will guide
you into your assigned slip.
Thank you
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John Green

by Jackie Timothy

1924 - 2013
On March 4, 2013 South Port Sailing Club lost one of its Life members, Mr. John Green
in his 89th year. The club started in 1963 and John was one of it’s founding members.
He was Commodore in 1968. Mr. Green lived in Windsor and following high school took
a position with Ford Motor Company in their ‘steel testing laboratory’. This was not to be
his lifelong career, and when WW11 broke out, he enlisted in the Air Force. He was a nose
gunner and bombardier in a Lancaster Bomber shown below, until the end of the war.
Machine Gun Turret in nose of plane

When John returned from WW11 he entered Queens University in Kingston and graduated as a mechanical
engineer. He was employed by American Standard, and when this company left Canada he returned to the
Walkerville area of Windsor and opened Green-Hill Mechanical Services. Apparently John was the designer
and his partner Mr. Hill oversaw the manufacturing of the custom made systems they produced for large
industry and institutions.
Mr. Green was an avid sailor owning a Wayfarer, that was the boat of choice in the early days of SPSC, and
eventually raced Sharks. Back then I was informed almost every shark sailor at some time or another crewed
for John. He competed in Shark Worlds in both North America and in Europe. ‘Cheers’ Mr. Green’s last shark,
owned and raced by Darcy Fuller, remains in our harbour at SPSC.
I was told Mr. Green was instrumental when the current property was purchased with regard to the severance
of the land. He assisted in negotiations with the owner of the acreage resulting in the property we have today.
Once the harbour was dredged, the steel structure of the docks were all built at John’s shop. After hours
during the evening, members would meet at Green-Hill and the work was carried out.
When John retired, with the help of Past Commodore Dick Walker and his wife Buddy, John bought a condo
in the same complex on Anna Maria Island in Florida. He enjoyed many, many years wintering in Florida, biking,
fishing, and sailing. Time was spent with the Walkers and Fullers. He trailered ‘Cheers’ behind his trusty Volvo.
Darcy learning to fish with John
A week of patience
teaching..Darcy
now at the helm..

Anna Maria
Island
Florida

March break 1995

John was a well respected business man and kind gentleman. There are many stories about him such as one
told by Alan Henderson when he was planning to attend The Shark Worlds at Buffalo Canoe Club. He was not
certain his Chevy Nova could tow his boat, and unbeknownst to him, John hauled his shark to BCC which took
about 10 hours return, and then took his own boat up. He hauled them both back in time for Wednesday night
racing. Many a party was enjoyed by the shark sailors in his apartment in Solidarity Towers. John moved in
when the Co-Op was built in 1969 and remained a resident until approximately three years ago when he moved
into a Senior Nursing Home.
Vera Sitar told me about racing in what was then called ’The SPSC Powder Puff Regatta’. As with the Women’s
Challenge the skipper is on board during the race. Doris Hellenbart was helming, Vera was crew and John
flipped overboard. I asked Vera if they stopped and her reply was ’oh no, we were winning, someone else
picked him up !’ Irene East our archivist will remember John as a very upstanding fair gentleman. He was
always mindful of others and helped in any way he could, especially with young people who wanted to learn
how to sail. Mr. Green attended his last Sail A Bration 2 years ago.
On a personal note, I did not meet Mr. Green until 2004, but when I left the Insurance industry and started my
Service for Seniors in 2007, he was my first client. From his cataract surgery to his pacemaker replacement, we
spent many hours together. I wish you smooth sailing Mr. Green..I am certain you have found a shark to helm..
2

Cruising Events 2013
Date

Location

May 25
June 15
July 13-14

Sandbar Dinner Cruise
Peche Island Cruise
Milliken State Park
Cruise weekend
Great Lakes Yacht Club
Cruise weekend

Aug 3-4-5

Sept 1-2-3

Social Events 2013

Coordinators
Robichauds
Schlossers

April 27

Pre Season Pot Luck Dinner 6:00 pm

June 2

50th Anniversary Celebration at SPSC

Schlossers

July 1

Canada Day BBQ

Aseltines

August 17

Poker Run

October 19

Oktoberfest Party

Thames River Yacht Club
Cruise weekend
Soles

The cruise to Lake Erie is being planned.
Date for this cruise is
July 21 to the 27th.
Allen Shearn coordinator

November 16 Fall Furl Awards Banquet
The social committee is considering a Wine Tour
in September, Once a decision has been made,
details will follow in Soundings. See upcoming
issues for information on the events listed above,

First cruise of the 2013 Season

Pre Launch Pot Luck Dinner

Dinner Cruise to The Sandbar

At South Port Sailing Club

Saturday May 25th
Dinner will be scheduled for approximately 5:30 pm
Full details to follow in May Soundings
Land Cruisers always welcome !!

Saturday April 27th. 2013
This is a great opportunity for a social get-together
for the members of SPSC before the launching
of the boats for the season.
A new sailing season is arriving!
Time: 6:00 pm drinks & hors-d’oeuvres
Dinner to follow

Iron Man 2013 Escape from Alcatraz Triathlon

Bring your favorite dish or dessert and
beverage of choice.
Contact persons: Margaret & Jack Entwistle
Phone: 519-739-2061
Email: mentwistle@sympatico.ca
Friends & Family always Welcome!

Member Doug Crowe, owner of Idalen and our new
record keeper of club work hours participated in this
marathon March 3, 2013. This event attracts World
Champions, Olympic medalists and the best amateur
athletes from 50 states and over 40 countries. It
features a 1.5 mile swim through the frigid waters from
Alcatraz Island to the shores of The San Francisco
Yacht Club, a grueling 18 mile bike ride, and an 8 mile
run through the trails of the Golden Gate Recreational
area. Doug said it was challenging especially during the
swim in 51 degree water and 6 to 7 foot swells. He
placed 17th out of 142 participants in the 50 to 54 year
old category. It will be hard to top this one but he is
working on his next challenge !
Congratulations !
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Reminder
Mainstays Spring
Pot Luck Dinner
April 15th 6:30 pm at the club
All Ladies Welcome !

The calendar is also displayed on our Web site. For details on each entry,
please click on the calendar on our site at www.southportsailingclub.com
(the links are not active in Soundings but details are included in the newsletter)

April 2013 Calendar of Events
Clubhouse Duties

Cards nite

May 5-11
Gallie S & L
May 12-18
Dejong, J

Cards nite

Pryce B

May 19-25
Gesing A & R
May 26-June 1
Ginham J & M

Pre Season
Pot luck
dinner

Murphy J

Please fill out the sheet in the
binder on the kitchen counter,
and mark your total actual work
hours in the lower right corner.
Thank you !
If you are unable to attend
please contact Jackie by email
or telephone.

Domney P

Contact info below

Only 3 days to Launch !!
Domney
L&J

Cards Nite

Attention: All Members

April 6 & 20th

Please check the clubhouse duty roster on
Page 8 that has been rearranged due to changes
in members duties, status and resignations. If you cannot
attend on the date you are scheduled for any reason, please
email or call Jackie and the date can be changed.

7:30 pm

Men’s Lunch
2nd
Wednesday of
the month

4

Although some members may not be in the harbour this
summer you are still responsible to carry out your
clubhouse duties. Thank you all for your co operation.
Emails will continue to be sent the first of each month
to remind you of your week.
The 1st work party of the season will take
place May 25th. Further details will follow
in the May issue. Mark your calendars !

Outside Washrooms will be
reopened Easter weekend !

Soundings is the
newsletter of The South Port
Sailing Club
210 Brighton Rd.
Tecumseh, ON N8N 2L3
519-979-7772
www.southportsailingclub.com

Editor: Jackie Timothy
Please send your
contributions for the
May issue by
April 25th to
Jackie at
robtim@cogeco.ca
or call 519-971-9699

St. Patrick’s Pot Luck Dinner March 16th

from Social Chair Thom Rolfe

With the full weight of social responsibility rested squarely on their small shoulders, 19 leprechauns toiled
to prepare a fabulous feast at SPSC.
Amid a background of traditional Irish music the group was rewarded with a trip to the BVI. This was a return
voyage for some, a first time experience for others. Sadly the group failed to correctly answer the history
question of the evening, but they were non the less rewarded the consolation prize of a traditional Irish
Coffee skillfully prepared by our resident Irish bartender, Lin Murphy. Special thanks to Liam Rolfe who
was responsible for the decorating and music.
I wish to thank everyone who attended, enjoyed, and helped return the main room to it’s normal state with
no evidence that leprechauns had ever been there.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the Pre-Season Pot luck on April 27th at 6:00 pm. If you
would like to help put, please contact Margaret Entwistle who is coordinating the event. Eire go brach !

Clubhouse Duty Roster for the 2013 Season
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Summary of General Members Meeting March 19, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Commodore Edgley at 7:00 pm. 39 members were in attendance.
Treasurers report: Bill Frank
The Financial Statements were presented and discussed. Thanks was given to Paul Bowsher for his auditing.
Our fixed assets increased with the purchase of the club workboat and the long term debt disappeared with
the final mortgage payment in 2012.
Membership: Ann Ramey - Presented by Commodore Edgley
From January 2012 to March 2013 the roster changed as follows:
5 new members in 2012
9 Resignations
3 members dismissed for non payment
2 Family Members changed status to Out of Town
8 Family Members changed status to Senior
Race committee: Brad Roy submitted be email and presented by Commodore Edgley
New courses are being planned for Belle River and everything is on track for Monday and Wednesday
racing. The Open series will be the 5 Wednesdays in July and the Women’s Challenge Regatta is June 22nd.
The Invitational has been moved to July 6-7 due to the Shark Canadians being held August 10th and the
Ontario Sailing event August 3rd at SPSC. Harvest Moon is planned for September 21st
Junior Sailing: Bob Fuller submitted by email and presented by Commodore Edgley
The Canadian Yachting Association has changed their name to Sail Canada. The school will now be operating
under the new Can Sail Learn-to-Sail Program. All instructors will be certified within the new standards. The
increase in costs have been included in the 2013 Registrations Fees. Adult Sailing will start in June through
August, with day and evening programs. Kid Sail offered July and August and the Members without Boats
Program will again be made available to any Family Class member from June through August, on one of our
4 sharks. RJ Robbins is taking the position as new Head Sailing Instructor this season.
Harbour: Wesley Arthur
Wes presented a slide show of water level and predictions as well as the areas that will be dredged for this
launch day. The equipment is at the City awaiting a weather window to get to the club. For those staying at the
club, wells will be assigned launch day. For those leaving the harbour a request was made to move your boat
with a non member, which will allow more assistance during launch day. Wesley asked all members to
complete the form in March Soundings, whether staying on the hard, staying at the club or moving elsewhere
in order to keep track of our members.
Questions included ‘where would this years dredging be placed ? ‘Answer ‘they will be hauled off property’
If a boat is left on the hard this year will it apply again next season’ Answer ’that is unknown at this point..it
will depend on the situation at the time’ Question ‘Can the small boats who use the small crane launch before
launch day?’ Answer ‘no problem but the boat must be left in an area that will not affect dredging or launch
day..if your boat is off property on a trailer it would be appreciated if you could launch elsewhere’ Question
‘Will boats leaving the club have channel markers to guide them into the lake?’Answer ‘It is not known when
the Coast Guard will drop markers, but SPSC has their own set of channel markers . They will be in place
before launch day’
Finally, no decision has been made regarding the club and water levels. There are options being considered,
and the move to Belle River for this season was due to their favorable response allowing us to keep as many
boats as possible together. By the end of the summer a proposal will be sent to the membership.
50th Celebration: presentation by Allen Shearn
Invitations have been sent out and the sail past will take place in an undetermined location between Belle
River and SPSC. The caterer is in place and the tent rented. Date is June 2, 2013.
Meeting adjourned 7:50 pm
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