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                            Message from Commodore   
                                                              Jin Frati 

 
Once again, a little piece of my history may be a welcome read to 
know me better. 
 
In the summer of 1997, I was very excited to attend Kingston YC                      
for my first out of town Shark Regatta. I had a fun crew, bought a 
trailer, purchased all the lights, got a hitch for my Subaru, and  
away we went.    

 
Several boats were there already when we arrived on a lovely sunny, windy day. 
We put the mast up and proceeded with getting the boat ready to launch. The 
access to the crane at Kingston YC is narrow and somewhat hard to negotiate. 
Imagine for me a first timer, how difficult it was. I got into the car and managed                  
in a few manoeuvres to jack knife the trailer in an impossible position..I was 
stuck ! Of course there was a viewing gallery of sailors, enjoying my show. An 
elderly fellow approached my car and signalled to lower my window. He said 
“The Teamsters will never hire you young man, get out of the car and let me do  
it for you !” I agreed immediately and in a few moves, he got my boat perfectly 
positioned under the crane. The gentleman was Syd Deakin, the legendary                  
many times Shark World winner.  
 
Since then, Syd became my mentor and friend. He introduced me to the fleet, 
taught me a lot about Sailing the Shark, but as you South Port members may  
have noticed, I’m still a novice when it comes to reversing a trailer to the crane ! 
With a proposed launch date of April 26th, I can’t wait for the season to start so                    
I can keep up my practice of driving my car with a trailer at the back going in 
reverse. 
 
Suzanne and I represented SPSC at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club Commodore’s 
Ball on January 18th. It was a black tie event and a great success. The new 2025 
Commodore was presented with speeches and celebrations. In attendance were 
their club members and guest Commodores from other DRYA clubs who all 
wished Robert a great year.  
 
Your executive and committee chairs have been preparing their plans for the 
2025, that will be presented at the Member’s Meeting on February 25th at 7:00pm. 
A phone tree effort has been put in place as a reminder. I look forward to seeing 
you there.  
 
I hope you had a wonderful Holiday season, and wish the New Year is bringing to 
everyone health and prosperity. 

Content 
     
Pg 2 Calendar of Events               
 Loss of Life member                           
Pg 3 DRYA winter seminars             
Pg 4 Welcome new member            
 SPSC vs WYC hockey game    
Pg 5 Race chair 
Pg 6 pics 2024                                                                  
 
Editor: Jackie Timothy                          
     

                                                                   
Proposed Launch 

Date                                                   
April 26th  

Members Meeting 
 

Tuesday                                  
February 25th            

7:00 pm 

Bi weekly Racers Evenings                  
7- 9 pm 

 
 
 

                        
        

   Feb 6 & 20th                                                       
 March 6 & 20th                                             

                              
‘Soup’s on’                                                  
Friday Feb 7th                                                 
                                           

Any time after 5:00 pm  (BYOB) 

Winter SPSC 
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On the Water 

 

 

Club 

Duties 

Metro Beach Cruise 

Metro Beach Cruise 

Later a Bonfire 

  

Masse, R 
 

 

             27 

 

 

Ormshaw, W 
 

 

 

   

 

Davidson J 
 

 

 

 

Baker, A 
 

Family Day 

 

 

 

Arthur, W 

 

SPSC vs WYC  

Hockey Game  

WFCU  6pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubhouse 

Rental  4-11 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

Racers Evening               

7-9 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

Racers Evening  

7-9 pm                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive                 

Meeting  7-9 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual             

Members         

Meeting   7 pm 

                  February Calendar of  Events 

 

Happy Hour                   

‘Soup’s On’             

after 5:00 

 
Duncan Hind  

 February 1948 - December 13, 2024 
 

Life members Duncan and Sharron joined South Port in 1972. Duncan was an avid sailor                             
and racer who owned numerous boats over his lifetime starting out with Shark. In partnership                    
with his good friend (SPSC member Stewart Weber) they owned and campaigned a number                                   
of boats, participating in many races and Regattas over the years.                  .                                                      
Duncan ran his business ‘The Ships Wheel’ for over 20 years from the first location on                                    
Manning Road to eventually constructing his own building, also on Manning.                                              
He was race chair at SPSC, and an all around volunteer to any committee who needed help                            

    or advice.                                                                                                                                                                               
    Duncan and Sharron lived their entire married life of 53 years in St. Clair Beach. He took                                   
    great pride in the cottage he built on Pelee Island and always welcomed members who                                   
    arrived following the Pelee Race from LMYC.                                                                                                                                   
    He considered SPSC his second home, so it was more than fitting that his ’Celebration of Life’                      
    was held at the club.             
    South Port members send condolences to Sharon, his daughter Shannon, son Ian, and many  
    friends.                



3 

 



 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We welcome new member Ryan Bennett who brings to the club an S27.9 Seabarf, Sail #438                                    
as well as a Laser. Ryan took Junior sailing lessons for 3 years at South Port 1985-86-87,                    
completed the Power Squadron course, and has been sailing for 41 years. He is employed by                               
the GECDSB as a Student support worker. Ryan will be racing and sailing out of our harbour                                 
this spring.   

 

Look for the Summer Dockage & Release forms  

in March Soundings ! 

 

Proposed Launch Date April 26th 
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Race Chair    John Marentette 
 



Remembering 

a few                          

2024 events 

SAIL A BRATION 

Dinner cruise           

to The Sandbar 

SPSC vs WYC  Hockey Game - SPSC takes the win 

Cruise to Metro Beach Juniors CORNISH HEN Regatta 

Sailing School Pirates Day 

Cruise In @ SPSC 

OSA Regional Dinghy Regatta 

Juniors CORK Regatta 

SPSC INVITATIONAL 

Sail for HOSPICE 

HARVEST MOON 

FALL FURL 
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Harbour the day after Haul Out  

A Summer evening 2024 

Think Spring !! 


